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INDIAN COUNCIL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH
[bookmark: _Hlk208502708]                                        Research Projects Division

Format for Major and Minor Research Proposal (2026-27)
Applicants must adhere to the word limit specified in each section. Deviation from the ICSSR research proposal format will result in the rejection of the application.
	Application number
(copy from your online application)
	

	Broad Research Domains as per ICSSR
list (See Point No. 1.2 of the Guidelines)
	

	Priority Areas
	

	Title of the Research Proposal (same as in the online application)
	



1. Abstract 
Up to 500 words.

	



2. Introduction, Theoretical Framework and Scope of the Proposed Research
	Up to 700 words.

	



3. Review of Key Research Works for the Proposed Research 
  Up to 700 words

	



4. Identification of Research Gap 
Up to 400 words

	



5. Objectives of the Proposed Research  
Up to 300 words

	



6. Major Research Questions and, If Applicable Hypotheses 
Up to 300 words

	



7. Proposed Methodology for the Research Work 
Including, if applicable, justification of research sites, sampling, sample size, data collection methods, and data analysis methods. 
Up to 800 words

	



8. Innovation/Path-Breaking Aspects of the Proposed Research 
Up to 500 words
[bookmark: _GoBack]
	



9. Expected Output and Relevance of the Proposed Research for Policy/society

Journal publication, books, edited books, policy papers, dataset etc. Include publication timelines and places of publication. 
Up to 500 words.

	



10. Milestones for the Proposed Research | Timeline | Milestones / Activities | Deliverables |
|------------|-----------------------------|-----------------|
| 6 months | | |
| 12 months| | |
| 18 months| | |
| 24 months| | |


11. Budget 
	Total Grant expected under the scheme (In Rs.)
	

	Number & Names of the States
your study covers (if any):
	



12.  Proposed Budget of the Proposed Research, Including Justification (See Point No. 5.3 of the Guidelines)

	Heads of Expenditure
	Number
	Months
	Rate
	Amount

	1. Research Staff
	
	
	
	

	(a) Research Associate
	
	
	
	

	(b) Research Assistant
	
	
	
	

	(c) Field Investigator
	
	
	
	

	2. Field work
	
	
	
	

	3. Research Equipment and study material
	
	
	
	

	4. Contingency
	
	
	
	

	5. Workshop to Disseminate Project Findings (This will be decided by the ICSSR depending upon the requirements of the project.) 
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	
	



13. 	Budget Justification for Different Heads 
1. Research Staff



2. Field work



3. Equipment and material
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The application must be submitted online only. Mentioning the name of the Project Director, Co-Project Directors, or the affiliating University/Institution anywhere in the research proposal will result in disqualification.
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